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SUBJECT: VIETNAM MEMBERSHIP 

1 . SINCE THE BLACKOUT HAS IMMOBILIZED THE GREEN PHONE, I 
AM SENDING YOU THE SECRETARY'S VIEWS ON THE VIETNAMESE 
MEMBERSHIP ISSUE. 

2. THE SECRETARY WILL TALK TO THE PRESIDENT AND T;E VICE 
PRESIDENT TOMORROW ABOUT THE US POSITION. HE ALSO WILL BE 
CONSULTING WITH KEY CONGRESSIONAL FIGURES AOOUT THE POSSI- 
BLE CONGRESSIONAL REACTION TO A FAVORABLE VOTE OR AN 
ABSTENTION. 

3. AT THIS POINT WE CANNOT SAY ANYTHING TO OTHER DELEGA- 
TIONS EXCEPT THAT WE WILL NOT STAND IN THE WAY OF VIET- 
NAMESE MEMBERSHIP. WE HOPE TO BE ABLE TO RELAY TO YOU OUR 
FINAL POSITION ON THIS VOTE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
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4. THE KEY CONSIDERATION IS THE POSSIBLE EFFECT OF THIS 
VOTE ON THE CONGRESSIONAL CONSIDERATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS. ONLY CONGRESSIONAL SOUNDINGS WILL 
ENABLE THE SECRETARY TO UNDERSTAND THE FULL IMPLICATIONS OF 
OUR VOTE WHETHER IT IS TO SUPPORT AFFIRMATIVELY OR TO 
ABSTAIN. VANCE 
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